
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4: 
Communications 

Preparation for the NOCTI 
Broadcasting & Journalism Exam 

 



In this unit, you’ll learn how effective communication powers every part of broadcasting — from 
on-air delivery and interviews to team collaboration and audience engagement. You’ll explore 
the differences between verbal and nonverbal communication, how to listen actively and give 
professional feedback, and how to adjust your message based on audience needs. This unit 
also covers scripting, studio etiquette, and the unique demands of live versus recorded settings 
— all essential skills for real-world media work and the NOCTI Broadcasting & Journalism 
exam. 

This unit represents approximately 12% of the total exam. 

 

Section 1:  Unit Vocabulary 


���� Term:  Active Listening 

Definition: 

Active listening is the practice of fully focusing on and engaging with a speaker to 
understand their message, rather than just passively hearing the words. It involves 
maintaining eye contact, nodding, paraphrasing, asking clarifying questions, and giving 
feedback to show comprehension and interest. 

Example: 

During an interview, a student journalist maintains eye contact, takes notes, and follows 
up with, “So just to clarify, you said the event starts at 7 p.m.?” 

Why It Matters:   

Active listening is essential in broadcasting and journalism to ensure information is 
accurate, complete, and respectful to the source. It builds trust with interviewees and 
helps avoid misquotes or misinterpretations. On the NOCTI exam, you might be asked to 
identify signs of active listening or explain its importance during interviews or client 
interactions. 


���� Term:  Audience Awareness 

Definition: 

Audience awareness is the ability to understand and consider the needs, expectations, 
background knowledge, and interests of your viewers, readers, or listeners when 
creating or delivering content. It helps shape the tone, language, visuals, and structure 
of your message to make it more effective for the intended audience. 



Example: 

When producing a school news segment about college readiness, the anchor uses 
straightforward language and highlights FAFSA deadlines and local scholarship options 
because the primary audience is high school seniors. 

Why It Matters: 

Knowing your audience ensures that your content is engaging, relevant, and clearly 
understood. It influences decisions about style, pacing, and subject matter in any form of 
media. On the NOCTI exam, you might be asked how to adjust content based on 
audience type or to evaluate whether a piece effectively targets its intended viewers. 


���� Term:  Broadcast Delay 

Definition: 

A broadcast delay is a short, intentional delay between the live event and when it is 
broadcast to the audience. This buffer — often just a few seconds — allows producers to 
censor or cut inappropriate content before it goes on air, ensuring compliance with 
broadcast standards and avoiding legal or ethical issues. 

Example:   During a live awards show, a 7-second broadcast delay is used so 
producers can mute unexpected profanity or inappropriate behavior before it reaches the 
television audience. 

Why It Matters:    

Broadcast delay is a key safety net in live media, helping maintain professionalism and 
adhere to legal broadcasting regulations. On the NOCTI exam, you might be asked to 
identify the purpose of a broadcast delay or when it would be necessary to use one. 


���� Term:  Clarity 

Definition: 

Clarity refers to how easily an audience can understand a piece of writing, speech, or 
media. In journalism and broadcasting, it means avoiding vague language, complex 
jargon, or confusing sentence structures so that the message is direct and 
understandable. 

Example:   

Unclear: “There was a situation involving emergency personnel at a local building.” 



Clear: “Firefighters responded to a kitchen fire at Bellville High School Monday morning.” 

Why It Matters:   

Clarity ensures the audience grasps the information quickly and accurately — which is 
essential in news reporting and scriptwriting where time is limited. On the NOCTI exam, 
you may be asked to revise a sentence to improve clarity or choose the clearest version 
of a script. 


���� Term: Collaboration 

Definition: 

Collaboration is the process of working together with others to achieve a shared goal. In 
broadcasting and media production, this often means cooperating across different 
roles—like writers, camera operators, editors, and talent—to successfully plan, produce, 
and distribute content. 

Example:   

A student team creates a morning news segment: one writes the script, another 
operates the camera, a third anchors the show, and a fourth handles editing. Each role 
is essential, and they must communicate and coordinate to meet the deadline. 

Why It Matters:    

Collaboration mirrors the real-world media environment where teamwork is key to getting 
projects done efficiently and professionally. On the NOCTI exam, you may be asked to 
identify examples of effective collaboration or explain how team communication supports 
successful production. 


���� Term: Conciseness 

Definition: 

Conciseness means expressing information clearly and in as few words as necessary 
without losing meaning. In media writing, especially broadcasting, concise scripts help 
keep the audience engaged and ensure messages are delivered quickly and effectively. 

Example:   

Wordy: “The fire, which started in the early morning hours, caused a great deal of 
damage to the building.” 

Concise: “An early morning fire badly damaged the building.” 



Why It Matters:   

Concise writing improves clarity, saves airtime, and keeps the audience’s attention — 
especially important in fast-paced broadcast formats. On the NOCTI exam, you may be 
asked to revise a sentence for conciseness or choose the most concise version of a 
script line. 


���� Term: Conflict Resolution 

Definition: 

Conflict resolution is the process of addressing and resolving disagreements or 
misunderstandings in a constructive way. In media production, it often involves finding 
solutions when team members have differing ideas, priorities, or working styles. 

Example:   

Two editors disagree about which version of a segment should air. Instead of arguing, 
they discuss the pros and cons of each cut with the producer and agree to test both 
versions on a small audience. 

 Why It Matters:    

Media production is collaborative, and conflicts can disrupt timelines and quality if not 
handled professionally. Being able to resolve disputes respectfully keeps the team 
focused and productive. On the NOCTI exam, you may be asked how to handle a 
disagreement with a team member during a project or choose the best conflict-resolution 
strategy in a scenario. 


���� Term: Dead Air 

Definition: 

Dead air refers to an unintended period of silence during a live broadcast when no audio 
is transmitted. It can occur due to technical issues, operator error, or poor timing, and is 
considered a serious lapse in professional broadcasting. 

Example:   

A student running the audio board forgets to fade in the microphone after a commercial 
break, resulting in 10 seconds of silence before the anchor begins speaking. 

Why It Matters:   



Dead air can confuse or lose an audience and may violate broadcast standards, 
especially in professional settings like radio or live TV. Avoiding dead air shows strong 
technical skills and awareness of timing. On the NOCTI exam, you may be asked to 
identify a cause of dead air or select a method for preventing it in a live setting. 

 


���� Term: Editorial Judgment 

Definition: 

Editorial judgment is the decision-making process used by journalists and producers to 
determine which stories to cover, how to present them, and what information to include 
or leave out. It balances factors like newsworthiness, audience interest, ethics, fairness, 
and time constraints. 

Example:   

A producer decides to lead the evening broadcast with a local tornado warning instead 
of a planned feature story on a school fundraiser. 

Why It Matters:   

Editorial judgment shapes the way news is delivered and directly affects how informed 
and balanced a broadcast will be. Making thoughtful editorial choices is key to building 
trust and credibility with the audience. On the NOCTI exam, you may be asked to 
choose the most appropriate story order or evaluate a scenario involving news values 
and ethics. 


���� Term: Entertaining Communication 

Definition: 

Entertaining communication involves using humor, storytelling, creativity, or emotional 
engagement to captivate an audience. In media, this style is used to hold attention, 
lighten tone, or enhance viewer connection — even when delivering serious or 
informative content. 

Example:    

A news anchor includes a light-hearted story about a dog rescued from a storm at the 
end of a newscast to leave the audience with a positive feeling. 

Why It Matters:   



Entertaining communication helps media professionals connect with viewers, keep 
content engaging, and maintain audience interest across segments. It’s especially 
important in broadcast formats where attention spans are short. On the NOCTI exam, 
you may be asked to recognize techniques that make communication more engaging or 
identify the purpose behind a segment's tone. 


���� Term: Feedback 

Definition: 

Feedback is the information or critique given in response to a performance, product, or 
message, often intended to guide improvement. In broadcasting and media production, 
feedback can come from instructors, peers, audiences, or clients and may address 
clarity, delivery, technical quality, or content choices. 

Example:    

After a student’s news segment airs, a teacher notes that the pacing was strong but 
suggests improving eye contact and tightening the script to better match the runtime. 

Why It Matters:   

Feedback is essential to learning and professional growth in media. It helps refine skills, 
improve content, and meet audience or client expectations. On the NOCTI exam, you 
may be asked to identify examples of constructive feedback or describe how to respond 
to it professionally. 


���� Term: Informative Communication 

Definition:   

Informative communication is the clear and objective delivery of facts, data, or 
explanations intended to educate or inform an audience without persuading or 
entertaining. In broadcasting, this is commonly used in news reporting, instructional 
videos, and public service announcements. 

Example:   

A morning news anchor states: “The Bellville ISD school board will meet this Thursday at 
7 p.m. to discuss updates to the district calendar.” 

Why It Matters:   

Being able to inform accurately and clearly is one of the core responsibilities of media 
professionals. Informative communication builds trust with the audience and ensures 



important details are conveyed without bias. On the NOCTI exam, you may be asked to 
recognize or produce an example of informative communication based on a scenario or 
prompt. 


���� Term: Lead Time 

Definition: 

Lead time refers to the amount of time between the start of a project or task and its 
required completion or air date. In media production, it’s the window needed to plan, 
shoot, edit, and finalize a segment or story before it goes live or is delivered. 

Example:    

A news producer schedules a segment on a local event happening Friday and assigns 
the story on Monday to give the reporter and editor enough lead time to prepare it for the 
Thursday evening newscast. 

Why It Matters:    

Properly managing lead time ensures deadlines are met without rushing, which helps 
maintain quality and reduce stress during production. On the NOCTI exam, you may be 
asked to identify the importance of lead time when organizing a production schedule. 


���� Term: Nonverbal Communication 

Definition: 

Nonverbal communication refers to the transmission of messages without spoken words. 
This includes facial expressions, gestures, posture, eye contact, and tone of voice. In 
broadcasting and media, nonverbal cues can reinforce or contradict the spoken 
message. 

Example: 

A news anchor maintaining eye contact with the camera and using calm hand gestures 
while reporting a serious story conveys professionalism and control. 

Why It Matters: 

Nonverbal cues are a powerful part of communication in media — especially on camera 
— where body language, tone, and presence influence how a message is received. On 
the NOCTI exam, you may be asked to identify examples of effective or ineffective 
nonverbal communication in a broadcast setting. 



 

 


���� Term: Persuasion 

Definition: 

Persuasion is the act of influencing someone’s beliefs, attitudes, or actions through 
reasoning, emotional appeal, or credibility. In media, persuasive communication is often 
used in advertising, opinion pieces, or calls to action. 

Example:   

A public service announcement encouraging viewers to donate blood by showing 
personal stories and emotional testimonials from recipients. 

Why It Matters:   

Understanding how to craft persuasive messages helps media professionals shape 
public opinion and drive action responsibly. On the NOCTI exam, you may be asked to 
recognize techniques used to persuade an audience or analyze the effectiveness of a 
persuasive message. 

 


���� Term: Rundown Sheet 

Definition: 

A rundown sheet is a detailed outline of the sequence and timing of segments in a live or 
recorded broadcast. It includes start times, segment titles, talent cues, duration 
estimates, and notes for producers, directors, and technical staff. It serves as the master 
roadmap for a show’s flow, ensuring everyone knows what’s happening and when. 

Example:   

A morning news show rundown might list: 

7:00 – Opening Tease (0:30) 

7:00:30 – Anchor Welcome (1:00) 

7:01:30 – Weather Segment (2:30) 

7:04 – Local News Package (1:45) 



...and so on. 

 

Why It Matters:   

Rundown sheets are critical for coordinating live broadcasts where timing and order are 
essential. They help prevent confusion, missed cues, or overlapping content. On the 
NOCTI exam, you might be asked to interpret a rundown sheet or identify the proper 
placement of a segment. 


���� Term: Scripting 

Definition: 

Scripting refers to the process of writing a detailed plan for what will be said and done in 
a media production, such as a news broadcast, commercial, or podcast. A script 
includes dialogue, timing cues, scene directions, sound effects, and sometimes camera 
instructions. In broadcasting, scripts are often written in two columns: one for audio 
(dialogue, narration) and one for video (visuals, camera movements). 

Example:   

In a news report: 

Anchor (Audio): “In Sealy today, road crews began repairs on Highway 36…” 

Video: B-roll footage of road crews working, close-up of road signs, etc. 

Why It Matters:   

Scripting ensures clarity, consistency, and coordination across all production roles. It 
helps presenters stay on message and producers time the show precisely. On the 
NOCTI exam, you may be asked to identify script elements or spot mistakes in a sample 
script. 


���� Term: Tone 

Definition: 

Tone is the attitude or emotional quality expressed in writing, speech, or delivery. In 
media, tone is conveyed through word choice, vocal inflection, pacing, and visual style. It 
sets the mood for the audience — whether serious, humorous, urgent, friendly, or formal 
— and affects how the message is received. 

Example:   



A formal tone: “The City Council will convene at 7 p.m. to discuss the proposed 
ordinance.” 

A casual tone: “Looks like the City Council’s got some decisions to make tonight at 7!” 

Why It Matters:   

Matching the right tone to the audience and context helps build trust, engagement, and 
clarity. Misjudging tone can cause confusion or offend viewers. On the NOCTI exam, 
you may be asked to analyze the tone of a script or choose the best tone for a target 
audience. 


���� Term: Verbal Communication 

Definition: 

Verbal communication refers to the use of spoken words to convey messages. In 
broadcasting and journalism, this includes tone, volume, pitch, articulation, and pacing to 
ensure that the message is clear, engaging, and appropriate for the target audience. 

Example:   

A news anchor clearly stating, “Police have confirmed that the missing child was found 
safe earlier this afternoon,” using a calm and measured voice. 

Why It Matters:   

Strong verbal communication ensures that information is understood quickly and 
accurately by viewers or listeners. It builds credibility and helps maintain audience 
attention. On the NOCTI exam, you may be asked to identify effective verbal techniques 
or critique examples of verbal delivery. 

 

Section 2: Verbal and Nonverbal Communication 
in Broadcasting 

 
In broadcasting, how something is said can be just as important as what is said. Words are only 
one part of communication. The tone of voice, posture, eye contact, and body language all help 
shape how a message is understood. In this section, you will learn the difference between 
verbal and nonverbal communication and how both are used in broadcast settings such as 
news reporting, interviews, and live on-air delivery. 
 



🔊🔊 What Is Verbal Communication? 
 
Verbal communication refers to the use of spoken words to share information. In broadcasting, 
verbal communication includes tone, pitch, pace, volume, and clarity. These elements work 
together to make sure the audience understands the message. 
 
Key elements of effective verbal communication in broadcasting: 
 

● Tone: The emotional quality of a voice. For example, a serious tone is used for breaking 
news, while a cheerful tone might be used for community stories. 

● Volume: How loud or soft a voice is. A good broadcaster speaks loud enough to be 
heard clearly without shouting. 

● Pacing: The speed at which a broadcaster speaks. Speaking too fast may confuse the 
audience; speaking too slowly can lose their attention. 

● Articulation: Pronouncing words clearly. Slurred or mumbled speech can make it hard 
to follow the story. 

 

������ Example: 

A news anchor calmly states: "The city council will meet tomorrow at 7 p.m. to discuss 
the proposed ordinance." The tone is neutral and professional, the pace is steady, and 
every word is clear. 

👀👀 What Is Nonverbal Communication? 
 
Nonverbal communication is the transfer of messages without words. This includes facial 
expressions, eye contact, gestures, posture, and body movements. Nonverbal cues support the 
spoken message and help the audience interpret the broadcaster’s attitude and confidence. 
 
Common nonverbal communication elements in broadcasting: 
 

● Eye Contact: Looking at the camera or the person being interviewed shows confidence 
and helps build trust with the audience. 

● Posture: Standing or sitting upright with relaxed shoulders shows professionalism. 
Slouching or shifting nervously can distract the viewer. 

● Facial Expression: Expressions should match the content. A serious expression is 
appropriate for hard news; a smile may be suitable for lighter features. 

● Gestures: Hand movements should be purposeful and minimal. Too many gestures can 
be distracting on camera. 

 
 
 
 




������ Example: 

A student reporter delivering a story about a local charity event stands tall, smiles 
slightly, maintains eye contact with the camera, and keeps hand movements to a 
minimum. The nonverbal signals reinforce a positive and professional tone. 

❓ Why Does It Matter? 
 
In broadcasting, messages must be delivered clearly and effectively. Verbal and nonverbal 
communication work together to build credibility, engage the audience, and ensure that the 
message is understood. 
 
If a speaker’s words say one thing but their body language says another, the audience may 
become confused or distracted. This is called nonverbal contradiction and can weaken the 
message. For example, if a reporter delivers tragic news while smiling, it appears insensitive. 

🌍🌍 In the Real World 
 
Professional broadcasters, reporters, and media personalities spend years refining their on-
camera communication skills. They know that success depends not just on what they say—but 
how they say it. Practice, preparation, and awareness are key. 
 

������ Classroom Tip: Practice reading short news scripts on camera. Watch the footage and 
critique both the verbal and nonverbal communication. Are you making eye contact? Are your 
words clear? Does your tone match the story? 

Section 3: The Art of Active Listening and Giving 
Feedback 

 
Strong communicators don’t just talk—they listen. In broadcasting and media, listening is 
essential during interviews, production meetings, script edits, and team collaboration. Equally 
important is the ability to give and receive feedback in a respectful and productive way. This 
section teaches how to be an active listener and how to use feedback to improve your work and 
your team’s results. 

👀👀 What Is Active Listening? 
 



Active listening means paying close attention to what someone is saying, showing that you're 
engaged, and responding in ways that confirm you understand. Unlike passive hearing, active 
listening is intentional and interactive. 
Active listeners: 
 

● Maintain eye contact with the speaker 
● Nod or give small verbal cues like "okay" or "I see" 
● Paraphrase what the speaker says to confirm understanding 
● Ask clarifying questions when needed 

 

������ Example: 

During an interview, a student reporter asks, “Can you tell me about the event?” After 
listening, they follow up with, “So just to confirm, the fundraiser starts at 6 p.m. in the 
gym?” 

❓ Why Is Active Listening Important? 
 
In media, missing a key detail can lead to mistakes, misquotes, or lost opportunities. Whether 
you’re interviewing a guest or receiving instructions from a producer, active listening ensures 
accuracy and shows professionalism. 
 
In team settings, listening shows respect for others’ ideas and keeps projects running smoothly. 
It helps avoid conflict and makes others feel valued. 

💬💬 What Is Constructive Feedback? 
 
Constructive feedback is helpful input given with the intention of improvement. In media, 
feedback can relate to pacing, delivery, clarity, timing, camera angles, or script content. 
 
Good feedback is: 
 

● Specific: "Try slowing down here to match the serious tone." 
● Respectful: "You did a great job with your energy. Let’s talk about how to tighten this 

part." 
● Actionable: "Let’s cut 10 seconds from the middle and rework the closing line." 

 

������ Example: 

A team member says, "You nailed the intro. I think the middle could be tighter. Maybe 
drop the second quote and move the weather tease up?" 



🤝🤝 How to Accept Feedback 
 
Receiving feedback well is just as important as giving it. Don’t take it personally. Feedback 
helps you grow and learn. 
Tips for accepting feedback: 
 

● Don’t interrupt or argue 
● Take notes if needed 
● Ask for clarification if something isn’t clear 
● Thank the person for their input 

🔹🔹 Real-World Connection 
 
In professional studios, feedback is constant. Anchors are coached on tone. Editors are asked 
to adjust timing. Producers give direction on camera angles. The ability to take feedback calmly 
and apply it quickly is a major asset. 
 

������ Classroom Tip: Pair up with a classmate and review each other’s video segments. Watch 
closely and give feedback using the 2+1 rule: 
 

● Give two compliments — What did they do well? 
● Give one suggestion — What’s one thing they could improve? 

 

��� Final Reminder:  Be honest, but kind. You're helping each other grow! 
 
 

Section 4: Knowing Your Audience — 
Demographics, Values, and Expectations 

 

Every audience is different. A successful broadcaster knows how to adjust their message based 
on who they’re speaking to. Whether you're reporting the news, hosting a podcast, or creating a 
PSA, you must consider your audience’s age, background, interests, and expectations. This 
section teaches how to tailor your delivery for maximum impact. 

🎯🎯 What Is Audience Awareness? 



Audience awareness means understanding who your viewers, listeners, or readers are — and 
adjusting your message accordingly. It's about choosing the right tone, language, format, and 
style to connect with your specific audience. 

Different audiences respond to different approaches: 

● A school assembly announcement isn’t delivered the same way as a formal city council 
report. 

● A TikTok recap for teens uses casual language, while a community news video might 
use a more polished tone. 

● A sports podcast for college fans might include slang or inside jokes, while a local radio 
PSA avoids jargon for clarity. 
 

🧩🧩 Demographics Matter 

Demographics are characteristics that define a group, such as: 

● Age 
● Education level 
● Location 
● Occupation 
● Cultural background 
● Language 

Knowing your audience's demographics helps shape your content. 


������ Example: 

You’re making a video about FAFSA for high school seniors. You keep the tone friendly, 
explain terms like “dependent student,” and include deadlines and where to get help 
locally. 

Now imagine you’re delivering that same message to parents. You’d likely shift the language to 
include reminders about tax forms, deadlines, and how to support their child through the 
process. 

🧠🧠 Values, Interests, and Expectations 

Good communicators don’t just look at facts about an audience — they also consider mindset. 
What does the audience care about? What are they expecting from this piece of content? 

● Is the audience looking to be informed or entertained? 
● Do they value objectivity, emotion, humor, or authority? 
● Are they already familiar with the topic or brand new to it? 




������ Example: 

A school board meeting summary might skip background details when aimed at frequent 
attendees. But for a general audience on social media, that same report may need 
context, definitions, or visuals to engage first-time viewers. 

🔄🔄 Adjusting Style and Delivery 

Being audience-aware means changing how you say something — not just what you say. 

Audience Tone & Language Style 

Elementary Students Simple words, cheerful tone Bright visuals, slower pace 

Local Senior Citizens Clear enunciation, respectful 
tone 

Slower pacing, large text 

TikTok/YouTube 
Teens 

Casual, energetic, trend-aware Quick cuts, humor, music 

City Council Members Formal, concise, fact-based Visual aids, steady delivery 

The more clearly you define your audience, the more effectively you can reach them. 

🧪🧪 Test Your Awareness 

If you're unsure whether a message fits your audience, ask: 

● Would you want to watch this if you were part of that group? 
● Is anything confusing, too fast, too dull, or too advanced? 
● Does the tone match the seriousness (or playfulness) of the topic? 


������ Classroom Tip:  Create two short promo scripts or videos for the same event — one aimed 
at parents, and one aimed at middle school students. 

Think about: 

● What kind of tone each group expects 
● What words or phrases would connect with each audience 
● Whether to use formal or casual language 
● What visuals or music match each version 



Afterward, compare the two. What changed? What stayed the same? What worked best for 
each audience? 

Section 5: Communicating with Clarity and 
Purpose 

To be an effective communicator in broadcasting, you need to do more than just speak clearly 
— you need to speak strategically. That means understanding who your audience is and 
shaping your message to fit their interests, values, and expectations. Whether you're reporting 
on local government, creating a PSA, or producing a fun promo, how you present your content 
should change depending on who’s watching. 

👥👥 What Is Audience Awareness? 

Audience awareness is the skill of adapting your tone, language, visuals, and delivery based on 
who you’re trying to reach. The same message might sound very different when delivered to a 
group of adults versus a group of middle schoolers. 


������ Example: 

You’re promoting a school dance. 

For parents: “Join us for a supervised night of music, snacks, and fun at the Bellville 
Junior High Gym!” 

For students: “Glow sticks, DJ, snacks — come party with us Friday night at the junior 
high dance!” 

Both promos are about the same event — but the style, tone, and word choices are tailored to 
their audience. 

📊📊 Understanding Demographics 

Demographics are measurable characteristics of a group, such as: 

● Age 
● Gender 
● Education level 
● Cultural background 
● Location 



Broadcasters use this data to make decisions about content. For example, a morning show for 
adults might focus on traffic and weather, while a teen-targeted podcast might highlight trends 
and campus news. 

🧠🧠 Values and Expectations 

Audiences don’t just differ by age or background — they also have different values and 
expectations. Some audiences want detailed facts. Others want quick entertainment. 
Understanding this helps you choose: 

● What stories to cover 
● What language to use 
● What visuals or tone to include 

 


������ Example: 

A serious report on local taxes should use clear facts and a formal tone. 
A school spirit segment might use upbeat music, fast editing, and slang. 

💡💡 Why It Matters 

If you don’t understand your audience, your message might fall flat or even offend. Great 
broadcasters connect with their viewers by anticipating what they care about and delivering it in 
a relatable way. 

🎬🎬 Practice Activity: 


����� Create two short promos for the same event — one for parents, one for middle schoolers. 
 Afterward, reflect: 

● How did you change the language? 
● What tone did you use? 
● What visuals or music matched each audience? 

 

Section 6: Inform, Persuade, Entertain:  What’s 
the Goal of Your Message? 

 



Every piece of media has a purpose. Whether you’re writing a script, anchoring a segment, or 
producing a podcast, your message will usually aim to do one (or more) of the following: inform, 
persuade, or entertain. Understanding the goal of your message helps you make smart 
decisions about tone, structure, and delivery. 

📢📢 1. Inform 

Informative communication delivers facts, data, or instructions in a clear, neutral way. It’s meant 
to educate the audience without pushing an opinion or trying to be funny. 

Used in: 

● News reporting 
● PSAs (public service announcements) 
● Interviews 
● School announcements 

 

Tone: Professional, neutral, and accurate. 


������ Example: 

“The Bellville ISD board will meet Thursday at 6:30 p.m. to discuss changes to the 
academic calendar.” 

🧠🧠 2. Persuade 

Persuasive communication is designed to change someone’s mind or encourage action. This 
can be done through logic, emotional storytelling, or strong calls to action. 

Used in: 

● Commercials 
● Editorials and opinion segments 
● PSAs with a cause 
● Event promotions 

Tone: Can be passionate, emotional, or confident — depending on the audience and subject. 


������ Example: 

“Every drop counts. Donate blood this week and help save a life in your community.” 

🎉🎉 3. Entertain 



Entertaining content is designed to capture attention, spark emotion, or create a fun experience. 
It may still be informative or persuasive — but its main goal is to engage. 

Used in: 

● Morning show features 
● Student highlights 
● Sports or arts segments 
● Fun intros/outros 

Tone: Upbeat, humorous, exciting — or even dramatic, depending on the content. 


������ Example: 

“You’ve seen him on the court — now see him take on the cafeteria challenge. Don’t 
miss this week’s edition of ‘Principal vs. Food’!” 

🧩🧩 Why It Matters 

You can’t just "wing it" when it comes to message delivery. If you try to entertain during a tragic 
story, you’ll sound insensitive. If you try to persuade without strong facts, you’ll lose trust. 
Choosing the right goal helps you: 

● Set the right mood and pacing 
● Choose effective visuals or audio 
● Speak in a tone that fits the message 

🔄🔄 Real-World Connection 

Professional broadcasters constantly ask: 

“What is this segment trying to do?” 
 Knowing the purpose helps producers, writers, and on-air talent stay aligned and deliver 
with impact. 

🎬🎬 Practice Activity: 

Pick one topic (like school safety or an upcoming dance) and create three versions: 

● One that informs 
● One that persuades 
● One that entertains 

Then, compare how your tone, language, and structure changed with each version. 



Knowing your purpose is the first step to powerful communication. Before you speak or hit 
record, ask yourself: 

 
����� What do I want my audience to think, feel, or do? 

 

Section 7: Professional Etiquette and 
Communication in the Studio 

Working in a studio isn’t just about knowing the gear, it’s also about knowing how to act. 
Whether you’re emailing a producer, collaborating with a classmate, or attending a pre-show 
meeting, your professionalism matters just as much as your technical skills. This section covers 
how to communicate respectfully and responsibly in a media production setting. 

 

 

📧📧 Professional Communication: Email, Text, and Messages 

In broadcasting, you’ll often work with tight deadlines. That means you’ll be sending emails or 
messages to producers, editors, or talent — sometimes quickly. But speed never replaces 
professionalism. 

Tips for professional studio communication: 

● Use a clear subject line and polite greeting. 
● Be concise, but complete. Get to the point without leaving out key info. 
● Avoid slang, emojis (unless the tone calls for it), or all-caps. 
● Always sign off with your name and role. 


����� Example: 

Subject: Voiceover Script for Segment 2 

 Hi Jordan, 

 I’ve attached the draft for the Segment 2 voiceover. Let me know if you need changes 
before we record. 

 Thanks, 

 Alex – Audio Lead 



🎤🎤 Crew Communication: Being Clear, Calm, and Courteous 

The studio can be a fast-paced, high-pressure place. That makes how you speak to others 
incredibly important. Whether you're calling out cues during a show or giving camera directions 
during rehearsal, your words should be clear and respectful. 

Studio conversation dos: 

● Speak clearly and confidently. 
● Use names when giving directions. 
● Avoid sarcasm, shouting, or blaming. 
● Confirm instructions (“Got it.  Camera 2, tight on anchor.”) 


������ Example: 

Instead of: “Ugh, you missed your cue again!” 

 Try: “Let’s reset that cue. I’ll give a 5-second heads-up this time.” 

 

🤝🤝 Respectful Disagreement 

Creative teams don’t always agree, and that’s okay. Different opinions can lead to better ideas. 
But how you express disagreement makes all the difference. 

When you disagree: 

● Use “I” statements, not accusations. 
● Stay focused on the project, not the person. 
● Offer an alternative solution. 

 


������ Example: 

“I think the second take had stronger pacing. What if we used that and kept the original 
opening shot?” 

🎬🎬 Studio Etiquette in Action 

Being professional means more than just good manners — it creates a better working 
environment for everyone. 

Professional behavior includes: 



● Arriving early and being prepared 
● Listening during pre-show meetings 
● Not touching gear without permission 
● Staying quiet during takes 
● Supporting teammates under pressure 


���� Real-World Tip: 
 In professional studios, reputations are built on reliability, respect, and readiness. Many 
students get internships or jobs because someone remembers that they were easy to work with 
not just because they were talented. 

📅📅 Practice Activity 

Role-play a pre-show meeting where team members need to coordinate roles (director, anchor, 
camera operator, etc.). Assign one student to be the producer and lead the meeting using 
professional tone and respectful conversation. Rotate roles each round. 


��� Final Reminder:  Whether you're behind the camera or in front of it, professionalism shows 
in every word, every action, and every message you send. 

 
 

Section 8: Resolving Miscommunication and 
Conflict in Media Teams 

Even in the best media teams, misunderstandings happen. Maybe someone missed a cue. 
Maybe directions weren’t clear. Maybe stress got the better of someone’s tone. In fast-paced 
production environments, small miscommunications can snowball into big problems, unless you 
know how to handle them. 

This section helps you spot breakdowns in communication early and teaches you how to 
resolve conflict before it derails your project or your team. 

🚨🚨 Spotting Miscommunication 

Before conflict happens, there’s usually a miscommunication, a missed message, an unclear 
instruction, or a wrong assumption. 

Warning signs include: 

● Confused looks or repeated questions 
● Silence during planning conversations 



● Tasks that aren’t getting done on time 
● People avoiding eye contact or acting frustrated 


������ Example: 

A script editor makes major changes to a news segment without telling the anchor. The 
anchor is caught off guard during rehearsal. This could’ve been avoided with a quick 
check-in before editing. 

🛠🛠 Fixing Miscommunication 

The best way to fix miscommunication is to go straight to the source, with professionalism and a 
clear head. 

Steps to fix it: 

1. Check your tone — Stay calm and neutral. 
2. Ask, don’t accuse — “Did I misunderstand the cue call?” works better than “You didn’t 

tell me!” 
3. Clarify facts — Restate what you thought the plan was. 
4. Agree on next steps — Confirm how to move forward and avoid future mix-ups. 

 

 


������� Example: 

“I thought we were using the first take, but I just saw the second one in the timeline. Can 
we talk through what changed so I can make sure the script still matches?” 

🤯🤯 What to Do When Conflict Happens 

Sometimes miscommunication turns into frustration or even conflict. That’s normal. What 
matters is how you handle it. 

Conflict resolution tips: 

● Speak privately if tensions are rising 
● Listen without interrupting 
● Focus on the issue, not the person 
● Use “I” statements, like “I felt confused when the shot list changed” 
● Look for common ground, not just who’s right 

 


������ Example: 



Two editors disagree on the final cut. Instead of arguing, they meet with the producer to 
discuss which version better fits the tone. They agree to test both with a focus group of 
students. 

🧠🧠 Real-World Tip 

In the professional world, conflict isn’t a failure, it’s a chance to grow. Directors, producers, and 
on-air talent often disagree. What sets professionals apart is their ability to work through it 
respectfully and keep the production on track. 

📅📅 Practice Activity 

In small teams, brainstorm a scenario where miscommunication might happen on a broadcast 
crew (e.g., wrong graphics used, unclear camera directions). Then act out how the team can 
resolve the problem constructively. 


��� Final Reminder:  Strong communication doesn’t mean you’ll never have conflict. It means 
you know how to handle it when it comes — and come out stronger as a team. 

 
 

Section 9: Communicating in Live vs. Recorded 
Settings 

In broadcasting, how you communicate often depends on the format of your show. Live 
productions and pre-recorded projects require different timing, delivery, and decision-
making. In a live setting, you only get one shot. In recorded settings, you can stop, fix, and edit. 
Knowing how to adapt your communication to each format is a key part of being a strong media 
professional. 

🎙🎙 What Is Live Broadcasting? 

Live broadcasting means your message is going out in real time — no do-overs, no edits. This 
includes: 

● Morning announcements 
● Live sports commentary 
● Breaking news reports 
● Livestreamed interviews or podcasts 

Live communication requires: 



● Quick thinking – You need to react to unexpected changes (like tech issues or 
someone saying the wrong name). 

● Verbal cues – You’ll use phrases like “We’re tossing it back to the anchor” or “Coming 
up after the break...” to signal transitions. 

● Clear time awareness – Segments must start and end exactly on time to avoid dead air 
or overlapping content. 

● On-air focus – Once you’re live, all communication (even with the crew) has to be fast 
and subtle, like hand signals or whispered cues. 


������ Example: 

During a live morning show, the anchor notices the teleprompter has frozen. Instead of 
panicking, they glance at their printed script and keep going smoothly. 

🎬🎬 What About Recorded Projects? 

Pre-recorded projects are edited before being shown to the audience. This includes: 

● News packages 
● Student feature segments 
● Video PSAs 
● Promotional spots 

Recorded communication allows for: 

● Multiple takes – You can stop and try again if something goes wrong. 
● Post-production editing – Mistakes can be cut, and pacing can be tightened. 
● More time to plan – Teams can review scripts and rehearse before filming. 
● Crew talk during takes – You can pause and ask for feedback without pressure. 


������ Example: 

A student fumbles a line during a pre-recorded weather report. The director calls “cut,” 
offers feedback, and they try again, smoother this time. 

⚖ Comparing the Two 

Feature Live Broadcast Pre-Recorded Project 

Mistakes Go out to the audience Can be edited out 

Timing Must be exact Can be adjusted 



Pressure level High Lower, with room to retry 

Communication style Concise, fast, and 
responsive 

Detailed, planned, and 
rehearsed 

Crew interaction Quiet, subtle cues Open, direct during cuts 

🧠🧠 Why It Matters 

Good broadcasters know how to work in both formats. That means: 

● Staying calm and focused when you’re live 
● Taking full advantage of planning and editing when you’re recorded 
● Understanding how each format affects your voice, timing, and on-screen presence 

📅📅 Practice Activity 

Film a short announcement two ways: 

1. Live (one take, no edits) 
2. Recorded (multiple takes and edited) 

 

 

Then compare: 

● What changed in your delivery? 
● Which one felt harder? Why? 
● How did your team’s communication differ? 

 


��� Final Reminder:  Whether you’re live on the mic or working behind the scenes in post, your 
ability to adjust your communication style is what sets you apart as a media pro. 

 



Section 10: Putting It All Together — Your 
Communication Challenge 

You’ve studied how to speak clearly, listen actively, give feedback, handle conflict, and adapt 
your message for different audiences and formats. Now it’s time to put your communication 
skills into action with a real-world-style project. 

This section gives you the chance to create, collaborate, and communicate like a true media 
professional. 

🎯🎯 Your Challenge: 

You and your team have been asked to create a 2-minute news segment for your school’s 
media program. The goal is to inform your school community about an upcoming event (like a 
fundraiser, play, game, or community service project). 

You must plan and produce your segment using the communication skills from this unit — just 
like a professional studio crew. 

📝📝 Your Segment Must Include: 

● A clearly written script with no filler or jargon 
● Appropriate tone and body language (verbal + nonverbal) 
● Consideration of your audience (students? parents? staff?) 
● Evidence of collaboration (multiple roles: anchor, camera, editor, etc.) 
● A segment debrief (see below) 

 

🎥🎥 During Production: 

● Use active listening during planning meetings 
● Give each other constructive feedback during rehearsals 
● Adjust your tone and language to match the segment’s goal 
● Decide if it will be live or pre-recorded — and plan accordingly 
● Handle any disagreements with professionalism and clarity 

 

📋📋 After Production: 

Each student completes a short reflection that answers: 

1. What communication skill helped your team the most? 
2. Where did communication break down — and how was it fixed? 



3. What would you do differently next time? 

🧠🧠 Real-World Tip 

In professional studios, projects aren’t just about the final product — they’re about the process. 
Teams that communicate well stay on schedule, avoid burnout, and produce better content. 

🏁🏁 Final Thought 

Great communicators aren’t born — they’re trained. Every anchor, producer, and editor had to 
practice reading a script, giving feedback, working through conflict, and adapting their voice for 
the audience. If you can do that now, you’re already ahead of the game. 
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